
DISTANCES YOU SHOULD KNOW 

1. Clearance lights must be visible for at least 500 feet 

 

2. A disabled truck, bus or trailer during the night time shall have a flare at or near the vehicle and one 100 

feet to the rear and one 100 feet to the front. 

 

3. In order to stop or turn your vehicle around on the highway you must have 500 feet of clear road in both 

directions. 

 

4. Headlights are required at any time you cannot see persons or vehicles for 500 feet, due to snow, dust, 

fog, etc. and from ½ after sunset to ½ before sunrise. 

 

5. Tail lights must be visible for 500 feet. 

 

6. Headlights must illuminate persons and objects for 350 feet on high beam and 100 feet on low beam. 

 

7. Motor vehicles at a railroad crossing shall stop and wait if an approaching train is within 1500 feet. 

 

8. When motor vehicles are required to stop at a railroad crossing, they must stop no closer than 15 feet and 

no further than 50 feet from the rails. 

 

9. When meeting vehicles you are required to dim your lights when oncoming vehicles are within 1000 feet. 

 

10. When following vehicles you are required to dim your headlights when you approach with a distance of at 

least 500 feet. 

 

11. Signals for slowing, stopping or turning shall be given continuously for 100 feet/urban (300 feet/rural). 

 

12. Every motor vehicle must be equipped with clearance lights if it is at least 80 inches wide. 

 

13. The red flags placed at or near a disabled truck, trailer, or passenger bus shall be at least 12  inches  

square. 

 

14. A motor vehicle horn must be loud enough to be heard for 200 feet. 

 

15. It is unlawful to follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to an alarm closer than 500 feet. 

 

16. Any motor vehicle must be equipped with signal lights when the distance from the center of the steering 

post to the rear limit of the body or load is more than 14 feet. 

 

17. Brake lights must be visible in sunlight for 300 feet. 

 

18. When passing another vehicle you must return to the right side of the roadway before coming within how 

many feet of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction. 100 feet. 


